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and snow-cols from 16,500 to 17,500 feet in altitude, and one precipitous rock-wall, besides many miles of detour in exploring and climbing in the massif. In accomplishing this we were obliged to shape our course by such topographical features as could be seen from points attained.
When we arrived at Suru at noon of the next day, the first sound to greet us was the familiar crow of the white cock, which had arrived before us. With the worn and battered appearance of a veteran campaigner, his plumage even more ruffled than at Base Camp, and with only the stump of a tail, which had served as a handle to catch him by, as long as any feathers remained in it, he was bustling about, busily engaged in initiating his sole companion into the intricacies of the lambardar's courtyard, as if he were the proprietor of the place*
The day after our return a chaprasi delivered an official letter from the Tehsildar, the purport of which was, that the lamas of the Bangdum monastery had complained that the exploration of the Nun Kun and the attempt by our party to ascend its peaks, which were held sacred, would result in 'heavy snow-fall, famine, and other